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‘YOUTH LIBERTY PRIZE 2026’
SPONSORED BY THE ‘ FUNDACION JESUS HUERTA DE SOTO BALLESTER’

FuLL COMPETITION RULES
1. Purpose of the Prize

The “Youth Liberty Prize 2026 aims to recognise, encourage and disseminate essays
written by young authors in the fields of economic theory, political philosophy,
institutional analysis and social sciences, from the perspective of the Austrian School
of Economics.

The prize is awarded to completed works consisting of original academic essays in
English of between 2,000 and 3,000 words that analyse the concept of spontaneous market
order and its current relevance in societies marked by statism, state interventionism and
the crisis of individual liberties.

Each year, a principal theme related to the research conducted shall be proposed; the
theme for the 2026 edition will be: ‘The Dynamics and Consequences of Digital
Interventionism’.

2. Eligibility and justification for focusing on young people

The competition is aimed at young researchers, defined as authors who, on 1 November
of each year of the award call for entries, are under 25 years of age.

This age restriction is intrinsic to the purpose of the award, which is to:
e Reward early-stage research vocations.
e Encourage independent critical thinking in young authors.
o Stimulating scientific training in the tradition of spontaneous order.

Accordingly, the age limitation does not constitute a restriction or discrimination
unrelated to the essential nature of the prize.

3. Subject Matter

Already completed works falling within the proposed general theme will be eligible for
submission and may address, inter alia, the following:

e censorship and freedom of expression,
o digital IDs,

e Central Bank Digital Currencies,

e social credit score systems,

o other applications in the digital sphere,
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o regulation of artificial intelligence and its implications.

All from the perspective of the Austrian School of Economics analysis and, in
particular, authors such as the Spanish Scholastics, C. Menger, E. von Bohm-
Bawerk, L. von Mises, F.A. Hayek, M. N. Rothbard, I. M. Kirzner, A. Benegas Lynch
(h), Walter Block, H. H. Hoppe, J. Salerno, J. Huerta de Soto, P. Boettke and J.G.
Hiilsmann, among others.

4. Nature of the works
Entries must be:
o completely original;
o without future compensation;
o without transfer of intellectual property rights.

The authors will retain full ownership of their intellectual property rights; however, the
Foundation reserves the right to disseminate and publish the awarded essays on a non-
profit basis and for a period not exceeding six (6) months.

5. Awards
o 15t Prize: 100,000 €
e 2" Prize: 25,000 €
e 3" Prize: 10,000 €
o 4™ to 10™ Prizes: 5,000 € each
o 11™ to 50%: special mention on the Foundation's website

The prizes shall be awarded outright and unconditionally, with no subsequent
obligations, and they will under no circumstances constitute prior or simultaneous
funding of the awarded works.

The three highest-ranked entrants will present and defend their essays, without any
additional monetary consideration, at the “MADRID ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON
AUSTRIAN ECONOMICS”, sponsored by the “Jesus Huerta de Soto Ballester
Foundation”, which is held each year at Rey Juan Carlos University during the month of
October; for these purposes, the Foundation will reimburse, upon submission of the
corresponding supporting documentation, their travel expenses to Madrid.

6. Submission of applications

Applications must be submitted electronically via the website set up for this purpose by
the Foundation, attaching:

o the essay in PDF format, with the title and author's name on the cover,

e ID card or passport,



lesis Hyerta de Soto

Ballester

a statement of originality and personal authorship, as well as a declaration that no
use has been made of artificial intelligence,

a brief CV (max. 150 words) in a separate PDF file.

The deadline for submitting applications will be from 12:00 noon on June 1 to 8:00 p.m.
on June 30 of each year in which the award remains valid (Spanish time). Applications
submitted after the deadline or that do not meet the requirements of this call for

applications will not be accepted.

7. Jury

The jury will be composed of internationally renowned specialists.

The jury's decisions will be final and unappealable.

8. Assessment criteria

The assessment criteria taken into account by the jury will be as follows:

Degree of originality and innovation (30%)

The novelty of the ideas, creativity in the approach and the author's own
intellectual contribution will be assessed.

Depth of the Austrian perspective (30%)

The rigour with which the essay incorporates and develops concepts specific to
the Austrian School of Economics will be taken into account.

Clarity of presentation and soundness of argument (20%)

The coherence of the reasoning, the quality of the evidence used, and the logical
structure of the argument will be evaluated.

Relevance to the proposed topic (15%)

The degree to which the work fits the central theme and the topics suggested in
the call for papers will be measured.

Literary quality and style (5%)

The quality of the language, fluency, precision, and writing quality of the essay
will be considered.

9. Resolution and awarding

The Foundation will publish the decision on its website. The prizes will also be announced
at a public ceremony at the event and venue indicated in the final paragraph of Section 5

above.

The Jury may declare any of the prizes provided for in these Rules void, in which case its

decision will be final and not subject to appeal.



